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Production of the prized Atlantic coast shad, which has fallen off 20 percent 
in the Chesapeake Bay and has sho!vn similar declines in most of the once important 
shad waters along the coast, may be restored through a program which is now before 
several of the states for consideration, Coordinator of Fisheries tiarold L. I&es 
announced today. 

Probieins of the shad. fishery of the Chesapeake Bay watershed have recently 
been under consideration by a committee composed of rspresentatives of the sta-tes 
of Maryland and TJirginia and the LJ. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The' coS:.?ittee f s 
recommendations for restoring the shad fisheries of the Bay to their f'ull prod-c- 
tivity 'were presented by the chairman, Louella E. Cable of the Fish and Wildlife 
Service, st 2 recent meeting of the i~tlsntic States ?&rine Fisheries Co:x:lission. 

The 3-point program outlined b;y- state and federal representatives CC-US for 
(1) adoption of a management plan by Virginia and continuation of the licensing 
plan already adopted by Maryland; (2) development of pond cultivation of shaa to 
hasten recovery of the runs; and (3) con-tinuing observations - biolo&ical and 
statis-l;ical - of the progre ss of recovery under this program. 

In spite of heavy wartime demands for increased production in the fisheries, 
the shad in most areas are so depleted that it rrili l be necessary to tske a s!:iller 
percentage of the runs during the next several years in order to obtain more food 
from this resource in the future, Coordinator Ickes said. 

In the fiudson Xiver, where the shad fisheries were almost wiped out early in 
the present century, the runs have made a re,r,arksble recovery and fishermen are 
able t.o cr?tch as many shad as were taken 50 years age. In the opinion of con- 
servationists, even larger catches could nolrf be made safely in the Hudson. 

The present heavy runs in the iludson, which began in 1936, are attriquted to 
the fact t;lat fishing intensity was reduced by economic conditions, giving the runs 
a chance to build up. Soon after 1900, shad- had become so scarce in the I-Hudson 
that most fishermen had to go out of business, In 18'59 the catch INas 4,%JO,;3'00 
pounds; in 1916, 40,000. With little fishing being done, natural recovery of 
abundance followed. 
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The plan now proposed for the Chesapeake is an effort to stop the present 
decline before fishernen are forced out of business as they were in the Fudson, 
and to bring about a similar recos-?ry of abundance by a moderate and controlled 
reduction of the fishing rate. 

Chesapeake Rap fishermen once made annual catches of 17,COO,OOC pounds of 
shad, The fish are now so scarce that the yield is only about 3,000,OOO pounds. 
The decline in Maryland waters has been particularly severe: fishermen take only 
half a million pounds, compared with 7,330,COO in X590. 

Chief cause of the decline in the Chesapeake is believed to be heavy fishing. 
In recent years, Bay fishermen have been netting as many as 90 percent of all the 
shad coming in from the ocean, biologists have found. This leaves only 10 per- 
cent of the runs to spawn, and the annual replacement of the young fish has been 
inadeauate. 

Last year, because many fishermen had gone to xar, about ?O percent of the 
run8 were taken, but experts of the Fish and Vildlife Service believe this per- 
centage is still too high to permit complete recovery of abundance. 

The State of Maryland assumed control or" fishing intensity in its waterstws 
years age, when the legislature passed a law reoqxiring all fishermen to be 
licensed. As licenses lapse through non-renewal, the Tidev:::jter Fisheries Co:;lis- 
sion is thus given the opportunity to retire the license, reducing the amount of 
fishing done. !/hen the shad po?trlation increases sufficiently, the Coxzission is 
authorized to issue additional licenses. 

Maryland fisher.men have g,enerall; favored the licensing plan because under 
this system their fishing rights ac-uire greaten value and their incomes rise as 
the fish become more abunciant. Yi Ahout licensiri;:,, an increase in the number of 
fish brings 1 . a corresponuin, - increase in .the number o? fisherxcr,, so that in- 
dividual profits are no grater. 

Under the program recox-:cnZed to the Atlantic States Yzrine Fis?erics Com- 
3iccior UC which consist: of reprcszntati 'vcs, from 12 coastal states, a plan similar 
to the A&ryland law would bc nut into efZ'ect in T\Tir~inia, so that the entire 
Chesapeake Bay ~oulc have unii.orm regula-tions for thz restoration of the shad 
fiShEYit2S. 
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